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Welcome to the third Southwark Diaconal Newsletter. We are trying hard to include items
and news we think you would like to see and we would like any comment, criticism or reaction
plus any suggestions for improving the layout or content. Please send these to Deacon John
Greenwood, Assistant Director for On-going Formation of Deacons.
Email: WJohngreenwood@aol.com

On-going Formation (OGF)

We’re on the web!
www.rcsouthwark.co.uk

The second of this year’s Diocesan Diaconal Days was held at St Joseph’s Church and
Pastoral Centre, New Malden on Saturday 4th February 2007. Again there were thirty
Permanent Deacons, Diocesan Students for the Diaconate, Aspirants and wives present.
Thus Father Peter Edwards, Parish Priest of Saint Joseph’s and Director for the Permanent
Diaconate, doubled as our host for the day. Our thanks go to him, Deacon John Sampson and
the people of Saint Joseph’s who made everyone very welcome. In addition to the lectures
and discussions it is good on these days to gather as the Diaconal Community of the Diocese
and to share the Mass, Evening Prayer, as well as lunch and informal conversations and
reunions. Our thanks go also to Maureen Sampson for providing the bookstall. In addition to
Fr Ashley’s lecture on the Social Teaching of the Church in the morning, Jeremy de Satgé led
a very lively session in the afternoon on “Singing and the Deacon”, which included live
rehearsals. Time was short and singing so lively that we had no time to practice the Easter
Proclamation.
The next DDD is to be at Maidstone on 19th May. Fr Ashley Beck will complete his survey of
the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. In the afternoon there will be an
opportunity, with a facilitator, to discuss Towards a Vision for the Diocese and contribute to
this important process by considering, in particular, the future role and profile of the
Permanent Deacon in this Diocese.

Dates for your Diary!
May 2007

September 2007

2007-2008

19th May - 10.00am

14th—16th September

Diocesan Diaconal Days

Diocesan Diaconal Day at
Maidstone.

Deacons Diaconal Retreat

Advance Notice

(Deacons only)

The dates for the next two
Diocesan Diaconal Days are
Saturday 3rd November 2007
and Saturday 1st March 2008.

St Francis Hall
Week Street
Maidstone
Kent

The Friars
Aylesford

Venues to be confirmed.
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Retreats
MERVILLE RETREAT 2007:
A Southwark Diocesan Retreat for Deacons and their
wives was held at Maison Diocesaine d’Accueil, Merville,
France, Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd April.
The Maison d’Accueil is a former seminary of the Lille
diocese since modernised to provide every comfort to
accommodate visiting groups from the diocese and further
afield. Set in a magnificent park on the outskirts of the small
town of Merville it provides an ideal space for getting away
to reflect alone and together. This year fifteen deacons
attended together with wives, a group of twenty-five. The
spiritual conferences were given by Canon Jeremiah Cronin
and everyone agreed they were truly inspiring.
Merville 2008 has been booked for the weekend of 18th to
20th April 2008. For further details
contact Deacon John Greenwood, Tel: 020 7735 8787,
e-mail: WJohngreenwood@aol.com.

Canon Jeremiah

Group photo during Holy Mass
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News
Deacon Cornelius (Neil) Quirk, ordained 1987, is now retired and living in Holsworthy,
Devon. Like many “retired” deacons he still has a very active ministry. He also sets a
marvellous example by attending so many events in our Diocese despite the distance. So it
was a great pleasure to see him and his wife Connie at the Renewal of Commitment. He tells
us he will be leading prayers for Devon County Council in May this year. Your prayers are
asked for Neil, Connie and family.
The Diocese of Clifton has 43 Permanent Deacons in active service and 6 in retirement.
Since 1973 when their first Permanent Deacon was ordained the number of men offering
themselves for the diaconate has remained fairly steady but the number of priests has
declined. So the possibility arises that within ten years there may be more diocesan Deacons
than diocesan Priests.
Please pray for Robert Higgs & Michael Knight who are to be ordained to the Permanent
Diaconate, Robert at Beckenham on Saturday 30th June at 3pm and Michael at Gillingham
on Sunday 22nd July at 9am.

What a Smile Can Do
It costs nothing, but means a great deal. It enriches those who receive it, without taking
away anything from those who give it. It happens in a second, but the memory of it can last a
lifetime. No one is so rich that he can manage without it, and no one so poor that he cannot
give one. It makes the family happy, promotes the well-being of social life and is a sign of
friendship. It signifies rest for the weary, hope for the discouraged. And yet it cannot be
bought, borrowed, begged or stolen. For it is not a tangible gift – until it is freely given. And
if anyone should be too tired to give a smile, then give them one yourself! No one needs a
smile more than someone who is unable to give one themselves. The Gospel is a message of
joy, and stimulates joy; it is God’s smile for mankind.
(From “Mirror”, Aid to the Church in Need, September 2006.)

Annual Renewal of Commitment to Diaconal Service
Our Archbishop Kevin has instituted this annual
occasion for the Deacons of his diocese to renew
their commitment. This takes place during a
special Mass celebrated in the Cathedral on the
Saturday nearest to the 2nd May, the anniversary
of his ordination to the Episcopate. Last year this
renewal was made in the context of the Mass for
the Ordination of five new Deacons. This year it
was on 29th April when forty Deacons from
around the Diocese attended together with wives, families and aspirants for the
Diaconate. It was indeed a very special occasion and we thank His Grace very much for
this yearly celebration. We trust it will become firmly fixed in the Diocesan and Diaconal
calendar and grow in strength and importance.
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The Permanent Diaconate in the Archdiocese of Southwark
Director: Father Peter Edwards (and Chairman of the Inter-Diocesan Directors’ Committee)
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 1 Montem Road, New Malden, Surrey KT3 3QW
Telephone: 020 8942 2602
Assistant Director (South London)
The Rev’d Jeffrey Singleton
9 Daneswood Avenue
Catford, London SE6 2RG
Phone : 020 8698 5097
Email :
jeffrey.singleton@btinternet.com

Email: frpeter.newmalden@btinternet.com

Assistant Director (and Inter-Diocesan Bursar)
The Rev’d Roger Evans
38 Sandy Ridge
Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5DR
Phone : 020 8467 3886
Email : evansrf@btinternet.com

Assistant Director (Kent)
The Rev’d Stephen Newman
11 Genesta Close, Milton Regis
Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 2HL
Phone : 01795 427195
Email :
stephenpha@blueyonder.co.uk

Assistant Director for On-Going Formation: The Rev’d John Greenwood
22 Alberta Street, London SE17 3SD Phone 020 7735 8787 Email: WJohngreenwood@aol.com
Dean of Studies: Father Ashley Beck (also Chairman of the National Assembly of Directors & Assistant Directors)
20 Village Way, Beckenham, Kent BR3 2NP Phone: 020 8650 4117 Email: ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
Archbishop’s Delegate for the Pastoral Care of Permanent Deacons: The Rev’d Kevin Dunne
22 Riddlesdale Avenue, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9AB Phone: 01892 6898000 Email: kevinjeandunner:btopenworld.com
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why are we so unfamiliar with the Bible?
How can we further knowledge of the Bible?
“To my mind, a preliminary point would be to read Sacred Scripture in its unity and integrity. Its
individual parts are stages on a journey and only by seeing them as a whole, as a single journey where
each section explains the other, can we understand this.
Take wisdom for example. First there was the word of wisdom according to which the good also live well:
that is, God rewards those who are good. And then comes Job and one sees that it is not like this and that
it is precisely those who are righteous who suffer the most. Job seems truly to have been forgotten by God.
Then come the Psalms of that period where it is said: But what does God do? Atheists and the proud have
a good life, they are fat and well nourished, they laugh at us and say: But where is God? They are not
concerned with us and we have been sold like sheep for slaughter. Why is it like that? The time then
comes when Qoheleth asks: But what does all this wisdom amount to? All is vanity. This first journey does
not lose its value but opens onto a new perspective that leads in the end to the Cross of Christ, the Holy
One of God, as St Peter said in the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to John. And in this very way is
revealed God’s wisdom, which St Paul was later to explain to us. Therefore, it is only if we take all things
as a journey, step by step, and learn to interpret Scripture in its unity, that we can truly have access to
the beauty and richness of Sacred Scripture. Consequently, one should read everything, but always
mindful of the totality of Sacred Scripture, where one part explains the other, one passage on the journey
explains the other.
Or take, for example, the book of Isaiah. When the exegetes discovered that from chapter 40 on, the
author was someone else – Deutero-Isaiah, as he was then called – there was a moment of great panic for
Catholic theologians. Some thought that in this way Isaiah would be destroyed and that at the end, in
chapter 53, the vision of the Servant of God was no longer that of Isaiah who lived almost 800 years before
Christ. What shall we do? People wondered. We now realize that the whole book is a process of constantly
new interpretations where one enters ever more deeply into the mystery proposed at the beginning, and
that what was initially present but still closed unfolds increasingly. In one Book, we can understand the
whole journey of Sacred Scripture, which is an ongoing reinterpretation, or rather, a new and better
understanding of all that had been said previously. Step by step light dawns and the Christian can grasp
what the Lord said to the disciples at Emmaus, explaining to them that it was of him that all the prophets
had spoken. The Lord unfolds to us the last re-reading; Christ is the key to all things and only by joining
the disciples on the road to Emmaus, only by walking with Christ, by reinterpreting all things in his light,
with him, Crucified and Risen, do we enter into the riches and beauty of Sacred Scripture.”
(Pope Benedict XVI at a meeting with Roman Clergy February 2007)

