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Welcome to our third and final issue for this year in which you will find an
important announcement about further study for deacons as well as Part I
of Pope Benedict XVI's Lenten reflections on the permanent diaconate in
Rome. Any items you want to submit or suggestions for content are always
welcome and should be sent to me: WJohngreenwood@aol.com

On-going Formation (OGF)

We’re on the web!
www.rcsouthwark.co.uk

There were nearly forty deacons, students, aspirants and wives at our second Diocesan Diaconal
Day of this academic year. Our thanks go to Bishop John Hine for his hospitality at the Hermitage,
West Malling. The venue proved a challenge to locate for those using satellite navigation but the
Lenten weather was very kind to us. In the morning Father Peter Burrows gave us a tour de force
of his subject, “Repentance, Sacrifice and the Mercy of God.” His approach, as many have
requested for these days, was strongly scriptural and the presentation very lively. Those of you
who appreciated his talk will be pleased to know that, in answer to our request that he come back
for another Day, his reply is that he “would love to come back again.” The afternoon was no less
interesting with a presentation on the ministry of chaplains from three of our permanent deacon
chaplains in prison, hospital and at sea. Again there was a request that we repeat this type of
formation. It shows how much we have to learn from each other. Many thanks to them and also to
Father Peter Soper for the use of the Parish Church for the midday Mass.
Our OGF programme for this year concluded on Saturday 3rd May at Bickley with Bishop Pat
Lynch and discussions of “The Ministry and Mission of the Deacon in the Diocese of Southwark.”

Dates for your Diary!
September 2008

May 2009

Diocesan Diaconal Days

Friday 26th September to Sunday

Friday 8th May to

18th October 2008

28th September:

Sunday 10th May 2009

7th March 2009

Diocesan Diaconal Retreat (Deacons only)
at

Diocesan Diaconal Retreat
(deacons and wives)
at
Maison d'Accueil,
Merville,
France.

6th June 2009

The Friars,
Aylesford, Kent
Retreat Conductor,
Fr Francis Kemsley, O Carm, Prior.
Bookings now

Venues and other details to be
announced.
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Pope Benedict on the Ministry of Deacons
It is a Lenten tradition for the Pope to meet the clergy of his Diocese of Rome. Among them
are now 108 deacons who work mostly in parishes but also in many other roles. Almost all
are married and so many are involved in marriage preparation and follow-up to young
couples. They also contribute significantly to the ministry of health care while others work
in the vicariate and in missions. One of the deacons present this year greeted the Holy
Father with filial affection in the name of all the deacons and Pope Benedict responded as
follows:
“I would like to express my joy and my gratitude for the Council, because it revived this
important ministry in the universal Church. When I was Archbishop of Munich I very much
favoured this ministry because it seemed to me to belong to the richness of the sacramental
ministry of the Church. At the same time, it can equally be the link between the lay world,
the professional world, and the world of the priestly ministry - given that many deacons
continue carrying out their professions and maintain their positions - important or those of a
simple life - while on Saturday and Sunday they work in the Church. In this way, you give
witness in the world of today, of the presence of faith, of the sacramental ministry and the
diaconal dimension of the sacrament of Orders. This seems very important to me: the
visibility of the diaconal dimension.
Naturally as well, every priest continues being a deacon, and should always think of this
dimension, because the Lord himself made himself our minister, our deacon. We can think
of the gesture of the washing of the feet, with which he explicitly shows that the master, the
Lord, acts as a deacon and wants those who follow him to be deacons that they fulfil this
role for humanity, to the point that they also help to wash the dirtied feet of the men
entrusted to us.
On this occasion, I bring to mind - though it is perhaps not immediately inherent to the
theme - a simple experience that Paul VI noted. Each day of the Council, the Gospel was
enthroned. And the Pontiff told those in charge of the ceremony that he would like one time
to be the one who enthrones the Gospel. They told him no, this is the job of the deacons, not
of the pope. He wrote in his diary: But I am also a deacon, I continue being a deacon, and I
would like also to exercise this ministry of the diaconate placing the word of God on its
throne.
Thus, this concerns all of us. Priests continue being deacons, and the deacons make explicit
in the Church and in the world this diaconal dimension of our ministry. This liturgical
enthroning of the word of God each day during the Council was always for us a gesture of
great importance: It told us who was the true Lord of that assembly; it told us that the Word
of God was on the throne and that we exercise our ministry to listen and to interpret, to offer
to the others this word. It is broadly significant for all that we do: enthroning in the world
the word of God, the living word, Christ. May it really be him who governs our personal
life and our life in the parishes.”
To Be Continued.
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The Permanent Diaconate in the Archdiocese of Southwark
Director: Father Peter Edwards (and Chairman of the Inter-Diocesan Directors’ Committee)
St Joseph’s Presbytery, 1 Montem Road, New Malden, Surrey KT3 3QW
Phone: 020 8942 2602
Email: frpeter.newmalden@btinternet.com
Assistant Director (South London)
The Rev’d Jeffrey Singleton
Email : jeffrey.singleton@btinternet.com
Phone: 020 8698 5097

Assistant Director (and Inter-Diocesan Bursar)
The Rev’d Roger Evans
Email : evansrf@btinternet.com
Phone: 020 8467 3886

Assistant Director (Kent)
The Rev’d Stephen Newman
Email: stephenpha@blueyonder.co.uk
Phone: 01795 427195

Assistant Director for On-Going Formation: The Rev’d John Greenwood
22 Alberta Street, London SE17 3SD Phone 020 7735 8787 Email: WJohngreenwood@aol.com
Dean of Studies: Father Ashley Beck (also Chairman of the National Assembly of Directors & Assistant Directors)
20 Village Way, Beckenham, Kent BR3 2NP Phone: 020 8650 4117 Email: ashleybeck88@hotmail.com
Archbishop’s Delegate for the Pastoral Care of Permanent Deacons: The Rev’d Kevin Dunne
22 Riddlesdale Avenue, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9AB Phone: 01892 6898000 Email: kevinjeandunne@btopenworld.com

Further Study by Permanent Deacons in the Diocese
It often happens that, at ordination, a Deacon is recommended for pursuing further study in
theology and related fields. Archbishop Kevin points out in his “First Reflections” that there are
now many people taking advantage of the high-quality teaching available on part-time and
distance-learning courses.
The rule for Permanent Deacons (as for Priests) of the Diocese, is that such study is financed
one-third by the Deacon, one-third by his Parish, and one-third by the Diocese. Deacons who
wish to embark upon a course of studies must, at an early stage, provide full details and seek
approval of the Diocesan Permanent Diaconate Team, in consultation with the parish. No
course of studies can be considered until after completion of the first three years of mandatory
on-going formation following Ordination. We hope that this clarification will encourage suitable
Deacons to consider further studies, or to enquire of the Permanent Diaconate Team for
recommended courses.
Fr Peter Edwards (Director)

Retreats

Fr. John Boyle from Ashford South parish, retreat conductor, with deacons and wives at Merville, France.

